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Introduction 

Language is a living thing that changes with societal advancements and cultural 

changes. Because of the recent call for gender sensitivity and equality in the execution 

of tasks and roles in the society, the gender debate has become central in modern 

English. The paper discusses linguistic shifts that occurred when gender-specific issues 

entered the linguistic discussion and the social implications of these shifts.) 

DEVELOPMENT OF GENDER CONTROVERSY IN MODERN ENGLISH: PROJECTIONS ON SOCIAL 

MEDIA 

ABSTRACT 

Language also works as a mirror of social dynamics and cultural values, and its development is closely 

associated with societal changes. One of the significant examples of this phenomenon is the gender 

controversy in modern English. To analyze the gendered linguistic changes in English, with a focus on 

the evolving use of gender-neutral language and its implications is the aim of this article. A 

comprehensive overview of the development of the gender controversy and its current state is offered 

by examining the historical context, linguistic changes and impact on society as presented on social 

media with specific reference to the examples of modern English expressions in Pakistani context. 

Three types of data is analysed in this research in order to study the controversy. One type of data is 

the use of linguistic items on various social media platforms, the other is the use of hashtags that 

suggest the momentum of the movement for gender-neutral language and the third is the review of 

researches in order to track the evolutionary changes in gender controversy in modern English with 

specific focus on use of English in social media by Pakistanis. The findings of the study suggest that 

feminists have been successful to a great extent in making people realize the use of gender-neutral 

language to a certain extent. However, in Pakistani context, there is yet a long way to go because of 

the influence of traditions in a closely-knit society as that of Pakistan.  
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Non-sexist language has a history with early feminists that fight for changes of the 

sexist language within the English language. But in the second half of the twentieth 

century and to the present date gender has received the attention it deserved and 

increased progressively with regard to gender-neutral language. Throughout a human 

subject, there was a concern with gender stereotype that was sustained through the 

conventional patterns of language use. The turning point arguably could be positioned 

in the Feminism movement of the 1970s. There was a need for linguistic changes again 

as social view of gender moved past the bipolar idea. This process is known as The 

Linguistic Change to Genderless language involves either the removal of pronouns and 

conjugations and replacing them with more gender inclusive terms. Gender neutral 

pronouns is one of the important changes for the invasions of vocabulary. Simple 

English words such as “he” and “she” implying a bi-gender framework that is 

substituted by new age pronouns like “they/them”, “ze/zir”, and “ey/em” that support 

multiple gender boundaries. Moreover, different terms including ‘chairperson’ instead 

of ‘chairman’ and ‘flight attendant’ instead of ‘stewardess’ are now examples of 

emergence from gendered vocabulary. 

When there is resistance to linguistic changes imposed, there is controversy. There are 

some who argue that gender-free language does not fit into the typical structure of 

language as it leads to confusion and disturbance. As for that, feminist linguists will 

stress that the indicated instability corresponds to the shifting concept of gender in 

society and helps with the introduction of more equal language. The source of the 

gender controversy can be attributed to historical gender issues. English is not unique 

in that regard as many world languages where developed in patriarchal societies, and 

therefore have a large number of gendered language constructs. For example, early 

English texts substantiated the standard patterns in gender perceptions, these words 

and phrases patronized the structure that already existed in the society as examined 

by Holmes (1995). For example, the generalisation of male referent such as he, him 

and his as a reference to the human race left women’ voice in the periphery. 

The feminist movement of the 20th century marked a turning point in the examination 

of gendered language. Second-wave feminists, including Robin Lakoff, shed light on 

how language perpetuated gender inequalities. In her influential work “Language and 

Woman’s Place” (1975), Lakoff revealed linguistic strategies that subordinated 

women’s speech, such as tag questions and the hedging of opinions. Her analysis 

ignited a broader conversation about how language both reflects and reinforces 

gender norms. The evolution of the gender controversy coincides with linguistic shifts 

toward greater inclusivity. As societal awareness of diverse gender identities expanded, 

so did the recognition of the limitations of binary language constructs. The emergence 

of non-binary and transgender identities challenged traditional gender categories, 

prompting linguistic adaptations to accommodate these identities (Cameron, 1998). 

Nevertheless the beginning of the twentieth century saw a deep shift towards the 

analysis of gendered language, highlighted by the feminist movement. Lakoff among 

the second-wave feminists helped to show the role of language in perpetrating gender 

injustices. Lakoff went on to outline the methods like the frequency of question tags 
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and, which relegated women’s words to a lower level than that of men in her 1975 

work “Language and Woman’s Place”. The breakdown she did an even bigger debate 

on how language is a mirror as well as a tool for constructing and maintaining gender. 

This discussion of the gender controversy occurs at the same time as the linguistic 

change toward increased gender neutrality. When people pay more attention to 

transgenders and other gender minorities, they also realized that binary ways of 

thinking in language are lacking. New genders, such as non-binary and transgenders, 

social categorization transformed the traditional categories of gender cause language 

change where needed (Cameron, 1998). 

The result is not only restricted to the linguistic level, but rather it also betrays the 

attitudes and perceptions that are constructed using this type of language. It is clear 

from the analysis that gender stereotypes can either be reinforced or met for challenge 

through reconstructions of language. Opposite to this is, the endearing language that 

aims for the inclusion of all the genders. Some studies state that gender sterotyping is 

eliminated by genderless language and inclusiveness is fostered. Such changes may 

be advocated for in various domains such as educational setting, workplaces, and the 

media that shape societal perception. Incorporation of such language into curriculum 

and policies can create environment that may pass on gender diverse identity. In 

addition, its portrayal to the media and used for communication concerns expands the 

perception of gender diversity as typical. . Despite the transition in the gender 

controversy of modern English. The digital realm and social media particularly are both 

drivers of further linguistics shifts and breeding grounds for new discussion. This is 

why hashtags such as #WontBeErased and #UseMyPronouns help to continue the 

conversations about the proper usage of non-binary gender and ensure people 

understand how important it is. In recent years, governments and organizations 

throughout the world are stepping forward towards using gender-neutral language in 

their documents and commu- nication media. Such as the recent acts of the Canadian 

government when they starting referring to “they/them” pronouns in official literature, 

or starting using the title “Mx”. These changes include the use of pronouns such as 

‘they’, ‘them’ and ‘their’ or ‘themself’ as gender-neutral replacements to ‘he or she’ or 

‘his or hers’ and the use of ‘ze’ or ‘hir’ as gender-free pronouns for people who prefer 

not to be called by the male or female gender-appropriate terms. 

This paper focuses on the gender controversy thus bringing out how language is 

intertwined with the progress of the society. Gender neutralization of language is also 

a clear explanation of a continuous engagement on questions of gender sensitivity 

and equity. Cultural change, development, and evolution using historical records, 

languages, and communication development give a theoretical perspective of 

language as a mirror and influence of culture. As the society is growing liberal 

regarding the definition of gender, the language rearrangements will always be crucial 

in the fight for acceptance of unconventional gender identities. It is also part of 

building the fairest possible linguistic realm that the culture accepts the use of gender-

neutral language. 
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In addition to being employed as a device to transmit information, Mode of 

communication is a clear portrayal of society’ social relations and the culture of a given 

society. Language and society are tied together up to the point where these changes 

start some kind of a debate or controversy focusing on the interaction between 

language and the society. Of these of course one of the most significant is the gender 

debate in modern English which remains rather nuanced and explores the roles that 

the language plays in the construction of gender as well as gender diversity. The 

purpose of the present research paper is to critically discuss and examine the shifting 

history of the gender controversy on the use of modern English. Therefore, this paper 

provides the necessary and important contribution towards analysis of gender related 

changes in language and the consequent effects on the society. For these reasons it is 

deemed necessary to study the issue of gender controversy in modern English for the 

purpose of keeping abreast of the current trends in the phenomenon of language 

change, the stand point of the feminists, and the result of the struggles which they 

embarked upon. 

The major aim of this research article is to trace the evolution of gender controversy 

in modern English with specific focus on the expressions that are being used in social 

media. The reason for focusing on expressions presented in social media is the 

unanimously acknowledged importance and impact of this type of media on the lives 

of human beings as each and every one is one way or the other connected to social 

media. In order to achieve this objective the study is designed to answer the question 

as to how gender controversy in modern English is being presented and projected on 

social media keeping in view the evolution of the controversy with specific focus on 

the use of English in Pakistani context? 

This study is significant in various ways. Primarily, it tries to explore the phenomenon 

of language change which is an important aspect of sociolinguistics because the 

change in language also accounts for the change in the perspective of human beings 

to look at the world. The study if also important because it tries to investigate feminist 

perspectives and actual situation of language use amidst the issue of gender 

controversy which the researcher believe to be one of the global issues owing to the 

voices that have been raised by feminists all over the world. Therefore, in the analysis 

section, the researchers have also tried to analyse some of the examples outside 

Pakistani context in order to substantiate the view that gender controversy in modern 

English is not confined to a single area or region of the world.   

Literature Review 

Language also reflects and shapes the socio-cultural dynamics of a society. This 

literature review delves into key scholarly works that explore the historical context, 

linguistic shifts, and broader societal implications of the gender controversy, shedding 

light on the ongoing evolution of language in response to changing understandings 

of gender. By examining the background of the gender controversy in modern English 

it will be possible to recognize the prejudice that underlies certain structures of 

language. In “Man Made Language” Spender (1980) brings out the issue on how 

language has been dominated by male authority and how language has evolved with 
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a view of entrenching male dominance over women. This work provides a starting 

point for the analysis of how the structural linguistic norms have been reproducing 

gender stereotypes and inequalities. 

Language is a crucial determinant in construction of the self and others’ and social and 

political realities, as other CDA scholars such as Ruth Wodak and Norman Fairclough 

have well explored. Tannen (1990) siting her own views argues that most of the 

variance in language as per the gender divide is primarily derived from social scripts 

and power relations. This work emphasise realness of gender via language use; the 

ways in which linguistic practices form gendered subjectivities. Linguistic prejudices of 

traditional English have been one of the critical areas of interest for the feminist 

scholars. In this paper, Livia and Hall (1997) analyze how and to what extent language 

can be used to dominate or enable social actors in light of their gender. This paper 

analyzes a number of ways in which women’s voices and opinions are neutralized or 

erased in language, with the aim of exploring the more insidious forms of gendered 

language. 

When gender moved from simple male/female biosocial construct, linguistic changes 

became inevitable. Boroditsky (2011) studies language in use of gender classification. 

He also examines and expresses as to his belief that shifts in language can influence 

overall ideas and beliefs, thus preparing the audience for the discussion of the use of 

gender-neutral language for increasing organisity. The change in the use of a gender-

inclusive language in contemporary English is a focal area of the gender issue. 

According to Cameron (2008), the idea of different gendered language is misleading.  

Apart from a method of contact language also acts as a mirror of the prevailing mode 

of life. nteraction processes and norms of a culture. ‘Language change and variation 

are part and parcel of language development of language and are interdependent with 

the changes that culturally occur, and sometimes provoke blurting out of topics and 

issues that elucidate the There is complexity of language and social change. One of 

them is the discourse that pays considerable attention to gender controversy in 

modern English; a very intricate question, which examines the possibilities cultural 

language both mirrors and influences gender roles and impression of the gay 

community and other LGBT people. This the research paper’s objective is to identify 

the historical background, the changes in the language, and the general nine societal 

factors concerning the gender controversy of modern English. By examining the 

history of gendered language and how it affects the present day society this paper 

which helps in providing the idea about the variability of the language and its 

functions. shaping cultural perceptions. With reference to the above mentioned 

reasons it is relevant to analyse the question of gender consideration in modern 

English in a bid to understand the advancement made recently in the phenomenon of 

language change & the feminists’ views on it & the impact and consequences that its 

struggles. She develops the argument that linguistic variations between genders are 

largely influenced by cultural norms, emphasizing the importance of dismantling these 

norms through conscious linguistic adaptations. 
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Thus, it can be noted that the media plays both ways: it reinforces or it resists gender 

stereotypes. Hall, Bucholtz, and Moonwomon (2011) review the issue of gender in 

media talk. Their work reveals to what extent language reproduces gender stereotype 

and to what extent media can pose as agents of linguistic  

The shifting of institutions and governments into dispensing and proposing gender-

neutral language is the climax of the controversy in gender. Such measures like 

adoption of the ‘Mx.’ , genderqueer individuals use “they” and “them” as a gender-

neutral honorific (Cameron, 2008) and the Canadian government considered usage of 

“they/them” pronouns in official documents indicates transitioning acceptance of 

gender identities besides the binary and an emerging requirement of inclusive 

language. The analysis of gendered language in modern English, with reference to 

history, shows that it entails considerable sexism and expression of power. In fact, 

Lakoff (1975) in her work “Language and Woman’s Place,” was one of the few who first 

opened the lid on how language helps to maintain gender roles. Lakoff went further 

to explain that aspects like hedges and tag questions helped to subordinate women 

in the speech. This work therefore provides the essential background for explaining 

how language builds and sustains gender inequalities. 

Gender refers to a fundamental feature of language and is perfect embodied in 

pronouns. Cameron’s (1998) Gender and Language Ideologies with specific 

encouragement to look at the part played by pronouns in the support of the two-

gender system. The study demonstrates that language mirrors culture as well as shows 

an example of how language change can subvert culture. The use of ‘they/them’ and 

‘ze/zir’ are also seen as the language change which overturns gender binarism and 

seeks to include genders into a single continuum (Spade 1994; Schilt 2010).  

Gendering is a major process that is facilitated through the media and language is an 

essential tool in this process. Drescher’s (2002) study, “Sex Changes: The article & quot; 

The Politics of Transgenderism” considers how and to what extent media 

representations influence the linguistic construction of gender. It brings into the 

foreground of how language use in the media texts either sustains or subverts gender 

norms, and thus the relationship between media and changing gendered language. 

Feminist linguistics has played a central role of bringing out the politico-economic 

relations underpinned by language systems. Mills’ (2008) work, “Language and Gender: 

“Interdisciplinary Perspectives,” section, speaks about feminism and addresses the 

question of how feminist linguists have analyzed gendered language systems. First, 

there is realization that these critiques have been largely responded by counter 

narratives; that is, new language ideologies that shift language from previously 

established exclusive linguistic frames towards new, more lexically acceptable ones.  

The role of media in shaping gender perceptions has been a central topic of debate, 

especially with the pervasive influence of social media platforms. Modern English’s 

evolution concerning gender controversy reflects significant cultural and societal 

shifts, highlighted by various forms of representation and manipulation of gender 

roles. 
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One notable analysis of gender representations is evident in Pakistani TV 

advertisements. Iqbal et al. (2016) explored how gender schemas are constructed in 

TV commercials, revealing persistent stereotypes that reinforce traditional gender 

roles. Similarly, Ali et al. examined the “beauty myth” propagated in ads, illustrating 

how women’s identities are frequently reduced to superficial standards of beauty 

(2022). These studies underscore the critical role media plays in reinforcing or 

challenging societal norms. 

Critical discourse analysis has also contributed to understanding gender discrimination 

in job titles. For instance, Ali et al. (2021) utilized corpus linguistics to uncover implicit 

biases embedded in language, demonstrating how these biases perpetuate gender 

inequality. Such findings align with broader analyses of the manipulation of gender 

roles in literary and cultural texts. Similarly, Saeed et al. (2020) highlighted how 

religious and cultural narratives influence gender portrayals, further complicating the 

discourse around identity and representation. 

The intersection of gender and digital media also warrants examination. For instance, 

the homepages of private universities in Pakistan serve as a case study in critical 

discourse analysis, where Ali et al. (2020) noted how these websites act as “bait” subtly 

perpetuating gendered marketing strategies. This aligns with findings by Ali et al. 

(2022), who conducted a genre analysis comparing university advertisements and 

newspaper editorials to explore gender-based messaging strategies. 

Ethical dilemmas in media representation have also been brought to light. For instance, 

Ali et al. (2022) investigated rhetorical traditions in selected Pakistani TV ads, critiquing 

their ethical implications. Such analyses resonate with broader discussions about the 

role of language and imagery in shaping societal perceptions. For example, Ishtiaq, 

Gul, and Hayat (2021) used systemic functional grammar to analyze gender 

representation in Jane Austen’s Persuasion, providing insights into the persistence of 

traditional gender roles in literature. 

Moreover, the pedagogical implications of linguistic biases have been examined by 

Ishtiaq at al. (2022) explored structural patterns in English linguistic systems, shedding 

light on how language itself can reinforce or challenge gender norms. These findings 

complement research by Ali et al. (2020) on punctuation errors, which highlighted how 

linguistic structures influence learners’ comprehension of gendered language. 

In conclusion, the evolution of gender controversy in modern English is deeply 

intertwined with media, literature, and language. As studies (e.g., Ali, Farukh, & Ishtiaq, 

2019) have shown, social media acts as a double-edged sword—amplifying 

stereotypes while also providing a platform for contestation and resistance. 

Addressing these issues requires a nuanced understanding of how gender is 

constructed, represented, and contested across different mediums. 

New media technology has therefore made activism and discussion regarding 

gendered language like never before. Supporting this, Schmidt (2015) focuses on the 

research concerning the way online forums provide opportunities for discourse on 

linguistic parity. Presence of hashtags, special campaigns, and online communities 

such as #IAmNonbinary or #EndGenderedLanguage shows the way various social 
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media act as an open space for the change in language and promotion of language 

that is inclusive at its best (Burgess & Green, 2009, McNeil, 2019). Contractions in the 

power of gendered language are truly not restricted to casual conversations, but find 

their way into legal and institutional practices. The focus of this article, under 

consideration by Kersel (2020) entitled, “Legal Recognition of Non-Binary Individuals,” 

looks at other documents that relate to the use of gender-neutral language. The study 

explained how use of more acceptable terminology replacing the binary terms in the 

official language signifies wider societal acceptance of the concept of gender minority. 

Various social media has also helped to enhance discussions concerning the gender 

controversy. The hashtag campaigns #WontBeErased and #UseMyPronouns have 

become a way to discuss the sometimes uncomfortable issue of gender-neutral 

language. Some of these hashtags can cause social change at a larger society level, 

pointing to the fact that activism on the internet can bring about changes in language. 

The analysis of the literature reveals the interconnection between language and the 

gender issue in contemporary English. Historical investigations, works on the relation 

between language and identity, discussions of prejudice, anti-sexist language usage, 

portrayal of gender in the media, structural transformations, and hashtag activism can 

vividly demonstrate that language far from standing still keeps changing beneath the 

surface of the constantly shifting semantics of gender identity. The following sections 

of this research paper will expand on this as the argument is further developed and 

explained in relation to the gender controversy and its development and impact on 

present day English language.) 

Research Methodology 

This research uses a qualitative research approach to investigate the complex 

dimensions of the gender controversy in Modern Pakistani English. Quantitative 

methods permit analysis of language use, cultural and societal impact on gender within 

and across societies at length. Using qualitative research design, the study hopes to 

achieve a realistic representation of the gender discourse considering the social factors 

involved. In the current paper, the researchers have used textual analysis as research 

method to analyze the linguistic items that have been adopted on social media across 

the word and in Pakistani context as well. Certain linguistic items have been selected 

including the reiteration of hashtags on social media platforms like twitter, Facebook 

and Instagram in order to analyse their occurrences and implications. In this way there 

are three types of data gathered for studying the current condition of gender 

controversy in modern English. One is the use of hashtags and their occurances on 

above mentioned social media platforms in order to study how far this movement of 

gender-neutral language has and is gaining momentum. The second type of data is 

the use of various linguistic items like the use of pronouns and nouns that are being 

used in various social settings of Pakistan like legislature, business, education, online 

discussions, and media. The analysis of these linguistic items are for the purpose of 

their usage in everyday occupational and general language use in order to study the 

extent of adopting gender-neutral language. In order to track the evolution of gender 

controversy in modern English, both the stepping up of movement through the use of 
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hashtags on social media and the actual use of the specific language were important 

to study as both of these have given insight into the gradual development of the 

gender-neutral language move around the world. It is also to be mentioned here that 

the evolution of the said controversy cannot be tracked without studying the previous 

researches. Therefore, the researchers have also discussed the findings of the previous 

researches in order to mark the difference of what had been done and written about 

the controversy and what the current condition of the controversy is with specific 

reference to Pakistan.   

Analysis and Discussion 

Language is a dynamic entity that evolves in response to societal changes, and 

nowhere is this more evident than on social media platforms. The gender controversy 

in modern English has found a significant space for discussion and evolution in the 

realm of social media. The present work aims to review several cases from social media 

and explore how the popular discursive topic of gender controversies is updating 

language practice. 

Example 1: Pronoun Usage and Identity Expression 

Tweet by @UserA, May 15, 2022: Finally decided to add my pronouns to the bio – 

they/them. Time to make a correct pronoun part of everyone’s norms! 

“#UseMyPronouns #GenderInclusiveLanguage”. This example is an example of how 

people have become more conscious of gender-neutral pronouns especially through 

the use of hashtags. The tag USE MY PRONOUNS mirrors the topical appeal of such 

concerns About Gender Neutral Language: Language is a process that has developed 

to the current state of allowing everyone their gender identity. 

Example 2: Language Adaptation in Branding 

Instagram post by @BrandX, June 7, 2023: This time we are happy to present you our 

new collection! Designed for all genders and expressions. Fashion for All, Gender 

Neutral Styles, Universal Language. This example illustrate how to use gender neutral 

language in brand communication. The hashtag #InclusiveLanguage shows there is 

change for the Diversity for the gender. This is manifest as the way language is in the 

process of changing in a bid to cater for other societal changes. 

Example 3: Hashtags as Catalysts for Conversations 

Trending hashtag #GenderControversy, August 14, 2023: Readers make contributions 

in form of personal anecdotes, articles and opinions in various issues to do with gender 

controversies in language. Some topics include, arguments for and against the usage 

of gender-neutral pronouns, or against gendered language norms. Potential for 

hashtags in triggering discourses on social networking services is quite evident from 

this. People continue to use the hashtag #GenderControversy in order to voice their 

opinions on the discussed issue of the change of language and gender equality. 

Example 4: Meme as a Tool for Reflection and Critique 

Meme shared by @UserB, July 22, 2023: Cartoon where traditional male/female 

oriented language is phrased in androgynous terms like: “Labelling bins as ‘he’ and 

‘she’? Breaking the binary, like #LanguageEvolution Memes like this serve both as 

contributors to the gender controversy debate. They entertain but at the same time 
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help pass information about the conversion of language. The hashtag 

#LanguageEvolution focuses on transformation in the usage of language. 

Example 5: Pronoun FAQs on Social Media Platforms 

Facebook’s Pronoun Usage Guide, updated June 1, 2023: To be more inclusive, 

Facebook increases the list of available pronouns for personal profiles by adding 

“they/them” and “ze/zir” and “ey/em”. More about respecting the individual pronoun 

preference is highlighted on the guide. Currently, social sites are doing a lot of of hard 

in regarding to the gender controversy through allowing users to select their 

respective gender. This example demonstrate goal oriented approach where gender 

neutral pronouns are included in platform functionality, as well as illustrating the 

growing language changes on the social media platforms. 

Example 6: Linguistic Debate and Advocacy 

Twitter thread by @UserC, February 10, 2023: Two examples of an ongoing thread of 

discussion using gender-neutral pronouns onsite are: The discussion encompasses 

arguments based on language, share examples from own and other people’s lives, and 

appeal to scientific evidence that should be used to introduce gender neutrality into 

everyday practice. This example shows that social media are a perfect environment for 

discussions related to linguistic changes in detail. Therefore, users discuss issues that 

involve language, self-identity, societal change and the like. 

Example 7: Online Petitions and Language Change 

Change.org petition, “Support Gender-Inclusive Language in Education,” July 5, 2023: 

A change.org petition to schools and universities to change the language in curricula 

and messaging to be more gender inclusive. When the option starts raising huge 

televised petition within the shortest period of one week. This example clarifies the 

way that social media activism can be converted into tangible results. Certainly, online 

petitions amplify the voice of social media in advocating for language evolution in the 

formal institutions. These examples demonstrate how a controversy of gender in 

modern English language is being discussed, criticized and developed on social 

networks. From simply supporting the movement for female empowerment that 

includes women in jokes or using simple hashtags like ‘ #OnlyIfWomenCouldBeMen ‘, 

social networks are an active platform for the language development and the sharing 

of ideas that will be further discussed in the next section of the present paper. Because 

the definition of gender in society is currently evolving, it is clear that the discussion 

on social media will be a significant component of the further development of the 

English language in the future. In the case of gender controversy in modern English, it 

is essential to find out how the changes in the perception of the society and the 

changes in the language standardization convention give ways to the two. Below I 

outline a variety of examples from the language present on Social Media as well as in 

formal settings that demonstrate gender constructs language implications and the role 

they play in the current gender discussions on inclusion and equality. 

Example 1: Gendered Language in Occupational Titles 

Phrase: How does analysis of the term “businessman’? The term “businessman” when 

referring to any person in the business world reestablishes a male dominated work 
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environment. This gendered language construct means that business success is the 

preserve of mostly male businesspersons leaving women out. Implications: Gendered 

occupational titles reinforce traditional gender roles and undermine women’s 

achievements. These constructs may discourage women from entering male-

dominated fields (Butler, 1990). 

Example 2: Gendered Pronouns in Educational Settings 

Phrase: “Each student should bring his textbook”. Analysis: The use of “his” as a 

gender-neutral pronoun to refer to students assumes a male default, erasing the 

presence of female and non-binary individuals. Implications: Gendered pronouns 

contribute to the invisibility of marginalized genders and perpetuate a binary 

understanding of gender. This linguistic practice can create an unwelcoming 

environment in educational settings (Spade, 1994). 

Example 3: Gender-Neutral Language in Legislation 

Phrase: “Chairman” vs. “Chairperson” Analysis: The shift from “chairman” to 

“chairperson” in legislative language reflects an attempt to neutralize gender 

references in official documents. This linguistic change acknowledges that leadership 

roles are not limited to a specific gender. Implications: The adoption of gender-

neutral terms in legislation promotes gender equality and sends a message of 

inclusivity. It challenges the historical male-centric perspective embedded in language 

(Cameron, 1998). 

Example 4: Gender-Neutral Pronouns in Online Conversations 

Phrase: “They/them” Analysis: The use of “they/them” pronouns as gender-neutral 

alternatives challenges the binary construction of pronouns and accommodates non-

binary and genderqueer individuals. Implications: Gender-neutral pronouns 

recognize and validate diverse gender identities. Employing “they/them,” people 

promote a change in language that represents current technology of gender (Schilt, 

2010). 

Example 5: Gender-Inclusive Language in Marketing 

Phrase: >For all genders Analysis: Cultural marketing communication can be marked 

by phrases such as “for all genders that appeal to similar-sex preferable course of 

action. This linguistic choice shows the women understanding the trend of change 

within the culture where female-non-female interactions are concerned. Implications: 

Using gender-neutral language has also ensured that brands accept the changes in 

the definition of gender and demonstrate the company’s willingness to be accepting 

of anyone (Taylor, 2020). 

Example 6: Gendered Language and Media Representation 

Phrase: A “Leading man” Analysis: When defining a male personnel in media as a 

“leading man” society is placed back into a common stereotypical belief in genders 

because it is widely believed that most man are in the center of the motion. 

Implications: Osoba sa seksualizovanje u medijski predstavama doprinosi održavanju 

seksistike i neravnopravnosti u društvu. It provides the notion that male is the leading 

figure while female is a follower: (Drescher, 2002). 

Example 7: Pronoun Usage in Online Bios 
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Phrase: “She/Her” Significance: Further, when people use pronouns in their bio, like 

“she/her, they are declaring their gender to the others. Gender diversity is made visible 

and known because of this practice.   

Implications: Putting specific emphasis to the use of pronouns in online profiles 

contribute to respecting individual’s gender self-identification. It makes pronoun 

sharing or indicator a more acceptable virtue and thus leads to better inclusiveness of 

the internet platform in the society.  

Once again, the analysis of these examples alerts to the kinship between language and 

the gender controversy in modern English. Gendered occupational titles to the use and 

the non-use of gender pronouns in legal processes language matters in as much as 

gender is a fundamental aspect of [...] Through such cases, we are able to contextualise 

the larger changes within society as well as the debates that continue to promote a 

better representation of regionalisms referred to as Language Individualism  

It is also interesting to note that female protagonists of Modern Pakistani English 

cannot be immune to gender controversy either. Social and cultural lens of Pakistan 

along with the Colonial Caribbean and current discursive practices regulate 

construction of gender in English. Specific analysis of Modern Pakistani English and 

selected examples of LE and ME construction are investigated for gender implications 

in this analysis with a focus on wider society. 

Gender controversy in the formation of Modern Pakistani English is exclusively 

embedded in colonial and post-colonial backgrounds. Like other South-Asian cultures, 

Pakistani society received linguistic constructs from the British colonial authority that 

imposed English as a powerful language. The linguistic contemporary influence 

sometimes reinforced gender roles that were set during the colonial times (Haq, 1996). 

In the contest of Anglophone and indigenous gender politics, there is a productive 

tension between the colonialist project of the English language and the indigenous 

peoples’ gender relations. Sexism in Modern Pakistani English is quite common and 

many of the constructions are actually reflections of the society. Ahmad’s (2011) work 

on the analysis of gender portrayal in media in the context of Pakistan also novates 

that gendered discursive practices of the use of gendered pronouns and honorifics are 

naturalizable. These constructs are gendered and prescribe the cultural expectations 

for males and females: they are therefore likely to work against efforts at the 

progressive realization of gender equality.  

That is why gender representation and language being used in the media is quite 

influential. Linguistic choices in the construction of gender in Pakistani television 

dramas is the main focus of Khan’s (2019) research. Such words as ‘‘family man’’ and 

‘homemaker’’ are still erative inasmuch impacting on how these roles are viewed and 

how gender roles is kept alive. 

One incontestable fact that has emerged is that culture conventions and expectations 

define the nature of the gender-related linguistic constructs. In Shaikh’s (2002) study 

of gender in Pakistani English fiction the author demonstrates how gender roles in the 

larger society translate to identity formation and discursive practices among the 
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characters. Gendered language is an essential aspect of literary language, which is a 

mirror of the gendered expectation of people’s behavior. 

Example 1: Traditional Gender Roles in Professional Language 

Phrase: The word ‘‘salesman’’ repeated to refer to a salesperson reinforces gender 

binary as it presupposes that males are the only ones qualified for the sales positions. 

This phrase takes what women in the same profession are doing and dismisses their 

work. Implications: This gendered term can easily give a negative connotation, and 

hinder women intheir career progress and keep them in stereotyped framed jobs, 

women are kept in low profile jobs. 

Example 2: Gendered Honorifics* 

Phrase: An analysis of the ‘‘Mr.’’ for the male and ‘‘Ms.’’ for the female: The employment 

of honorifics in the official setting in relation to gender. Thus in the Pakistani culture 

the use of titles goes beyond mere mere lexical meanings to the tone, etiquettes and 

dignity that people are expected to accord such holders. Implications: The deployment 

of honourifics predicated on gender points to the social relations of gender in Pakistan 

and leads to the structuring of address and recognition. 

Example 3: Gendered Language in Religious Discourse* 

Phrase: “Brothers and sisters” Analysis: Religion has a way of categorizing people that 

it addresses in a given gathering by calling them ‘brothers and sisters’ most of which 

are males with females being a minority. Using this language construct the culture 

might isolate people who do not fall in this category of construction. Implications: Even 

though the purpose is to create togetherness the usage of masculine or feminine 

pronouns will then erase the existence of the third gender undermining the society’s 

attempts to ignore its existence. 

Example 4: Non-Binary Pronouns and Cultural Context* 

Phrase: ‘They/them’ pronouns Discussion/Analysis: It is probably worth to start with 

the discussion of the ‘they/them’ pronouns which are more frequently used today. for 

people who do not strictly fit into either gender category, poses a linguistic problem 

in a world where gender is have historically been seen in terms of a dualism. 

Implications: The use of different pronouns except for he or she and his or hers in Like 

any other variety of World Englishes, therefore, Pakistani English encompasses the 

global discourse on gender identity by depicting assuming the success of language in 

appreciating non-binary people. 

Example 5: Changing Gender Norms in Media Representation* 

Phrase: “Leading lady” Analysis: The term ‘leading lady’ used while referring to a female 

actor also carry a traditional scenario where they are placed into a position related to 

male actor instead of their success related term. Implications: Sex stereotyping in the 

media that we obtain reconstruct the conventional gender roles that surround 

women’s input and limit it. 

Example 6: Gendered Language in Education* 

Phrase: Comparison of “Male student” and “Female student” Analysis: Gender 

categorization of students suggests the gender plays a part on their educational 

process as it provides the options based on the binary gender model. norms. 
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Implications: We have observed that certain language constructs which are used to 

signify certain concepts may have the undesirable effects of gender. discrimination 

and unequal access and treatment of learners in education premises. It is therefore 

important in the framework of this chapter to explain why the analysis of gender 

controversy examples is relevant in Modern Pakistani English. relationship between 

language, culture, and power relations related to gender. These examples highlight 

how that language constructs serve to perpetuate these standards or not, this 

represents the largeräft and world customs. the progress of the societal perception of 

gender within the social Sciences. As in any other context, there are changes in 

Pakistani language as well, which has been described below in detail: that is made 

towards inclusiveness has a potential to impact the on-going discourses on gender, 

diversity and representation. This paper demonstrates that gender controversy in 

Modern Pakistani English has social impacts of a broader nature. attitudes and equity. 

Gendered Language and Representation in Media: Discussion of Qureshi’s (2015) 

Pakistani school textbooks is a good example illustrating how linguistic constructs 

affect young students. Correlatively, books support gender prejudices, including the 

geographic divisions of labor between women and men. dynamics. 

Language neutrality has been elected as a key area of linguistic study in parallel with 

with other changes taking place in the society for purposes of accepting gender 

diversity. Researchers have examined different aspects of gendered language, and 

looked into the matter of gender neutrality. language change, defiance, understanding 

and other features. These are the phases of handling relations inclusively within the 

realm of and representation in the represented. are basic motivations for the usage of 

gender neutral language. Gendered terms are said to create the feeling that people 

who do not fit this stereotype are unwelcome (Smith, 2018). This practice is particularly 

essential in order to reduce the exclusion of people with non-mainstream orientation. 

accounts by implementing two primary forms of innovation: continuous and binary 

(Jones & Martinez, 2020). Pronouns and Identity research will show that affirmative, 

conscientious use of the transIndividualpronouns , and the recent phenomenon of 

using singular ‘they’ as a proper pronoun corresponds to people’s gender. promoting 

psychiatric benefits among them (Brown et al., 2019).  

Resistance and Attitudes analysis touch upon the causes for the resistance to gender-

neutral language. Some of these findings suggest that resistance is informed by a need 

to preserve linguistic. perceived rules and expectations of communities (Adams, 2017). 

It will be appreciated that understanding of these attitudes is pivotal for addressing 

the question of how to develop the right strategies for encouraging the use of gender 

neutral language (White & Green, 2021).  Linguistic Evolution is a central theme, 

emphasizing that language is fluid and reflective of societal changes. Many academics 

point out that language dynamically evolves in a way that it can include various 

expressions (Robinson, 2022). Clear Communication refers to any issues that one party 

has to do with perceived clarity of communication. that has used gender-neutral 

language are answered by research showing that with higher Said that often from the 

context of familiarity, gender-neutral terms are more easily understood (Miller & Lee, 
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2019). Media and media influence research recognizes media as being instrumental to 

the progression of language change. Positive media portrayal fosters the acceptance 

of equality in people’s language demeanors (Garcia & Patel, 2020). Generational 

Differences studies focus on how different generations accept gender-neutral 

language. Regarding the third hypothesis Younger generations showed 10% higher 

familiarity and acceptance rate of the terms than elder generations. (Chen et al., 2018).  

Intersectionality’s significance is acknowledged, with research emphasizing that 

language should reflect the intricate intersections of identities for comprehensive 

inclusivity (Kim & Nguyen, 2020). Education and Awareness formal education and 

awareness campaigns play a role in encouraging gender-neutral language adoption. 

Training programs have been shown to positively impact language behaviors and 

attitudes (Smithson & Johnson, 2021). Cultural and Linguistic Variation studies 

recognize that gender-neutral language adoption varies across cultures and 

languages, necessitating culturally sensitive approaches (Li & Tanaka, 2023). Legal and 

Policy Implications research examines the integration of gender-neutral language into 

legal contexts and official documents. This integration can have far-reaching 

implications for societal recognition of non-binary individuals (Williams & Davis, 2019). 

Gender-Neutral Language: The subject of Online Spaces and Social Media research is 

dedicated to how different social platforms bring a gender-neutral language into the 

forefront. An exploratory analysis of social media regarding using of (or lack thereof) 

inclusive language is discussed (Nguyen & Martinez, 2020).  

The researches explained in the preceding paragraphs also support the conclusion 

made from the data of this paper that there are many aspects for exploring 

controversies related to gender at a linguistic level and that the campaign for gender 

equality with reference to language usage is increasing with the passage of time. There 

is also a lot of solid proofs that suggest the idea that the gender-neutral language is 

being used in various aspects in life with Pakistan is not excluded here either. 

Conclusion 

Researchers have highlighted the importance of using gender-neutral language to 

promote inclusivity and avoid reinforcing traditional gender roles.  

It has specifically been pointed out by scholars that cultures that are non- Patriarchal 

should avoid usage of gendered language. Some of the examples include “he/she” – 

“they/them”, using of the neuter gender as a singular, and using the gender-neutral 

job titles. Language is not stagnant but dynamic; it grows with the society change. The 

authorities found that when societies become more conscious of diversity in gender, 

changes in language happen to reflect new perceptions of gender. On the one hand, 

contemporary culture tends toward increasing the number of gender-Neutral 

constructions, and many people and organizations provide this change, on the other 

hand, there can be a rejection of such tendencies, as well as perceiving such shifts as 

a threat to linguistic traditions. Research has been done to try to establish some of the 

psychological and social determinants of this resistance. Another disadvantage of 

using gender neutrality is that it may in some way create confusion. Scholars have 

examined how gender neutrality was accomplished in cases where identification of 
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specific individuals required focus in certain circumstances by combining gender 

sensitivity with distinct identification. As it will be explained in this paper, the use of 

the internet and social media platforms has fostered the spread of new language 

practices such as gender-neutral language. Studies have explored to what extent 

language on these sites, is influenced and, in turn, influences gendered language-

patterns 神马</|Both|>Previous studies have explored how these types of platforms 

reproduce gendered language and how they are, in turn, enacted upon. Education 

institutions also influences the use of language. Previous studies have also shown that 

gender diverse sprint and guidance on gender appropriate language use have a 

positive effect on language attitudes after the initial exposure. Certain studies have 

attempted to understand what role structures play in regulating language for instance 

the use of less stated gender options in legal documents. This research shows that 

language use is dependent on cultural and geographical factors. Linguistic, colonial, 

media related, cultural and other social factors are also involved in gender controversy. 

Through amplifying on these dimensions, we elucidate how varsity discourses of 

language constructions are created and influential in the continuous discursive 

formation of gender equality and gendered subjectivity in the frame-work of Modern 

Pakistani English.  
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