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ABSTRACT

The real estate business is a pivotal sector in economic development but often faces challenges due
to unethical practices, regulatory violations, and breaches of contract. Financial penalties are the most
common form of punishment for such infractions; however, they may not always deter repeat offenses
or ensure justice. This paper explores alternative forms of punishment that can be implemented to
promote accountability and compliance in the real estate industry. Alternatives such as community
service, mandatory training programs, license suspension, public disclosure of violations, and
performance bonds are examined for their potential to reform behavior and enhance industry
standards. These measures focus on rehabilitative and preventive approaches rather than merely
punitive ones. By analyzing case studies and regulatory frameworks from different jurisdictions, the
paper highlights how these alternatives can effectively address misconduct while fostering a culture
of responsibility among real estate professionals. Implementing diverse punitive mechanisms can also
mitigate financial stress on smaller players in the industry and encourage a fairer competitive
environment. The study concludes that a holistic approach to punishment, incorporating financial and
non-financial measures, can significantly improve ethical practices and regulatory compliance in the
real estate business.
Keywords: Real estate regulation, Alternative punishment, Ethical practices, Compliance measures,
Industry accountability
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