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Abstract

The earliest systematic polity in the history of Islam is the State of Medina (622632 CE) which was
founded by Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) after the Hijrah. The paper gives an analytic
analysis of its origin, the structure of its constitution and the principles of its governance, based
on Sunni and Shia historical narratives. It explores the crucial phases of its establishment such as
the building of the Prophet Mosque as the administrative and spiritual headquarters, the
Brotherhood (Muakhat) between the Muhajirun and the Ansar, and the historic Constitution of
Medina (Mithaqg-e-Madina) the first written constitution to establish pluralism, religious freedom,
and collective defense in the world. This paper examines the political, economic, social, and
defensive ideology that formed the foundation of Medinan leadership. They are Shura
(consultation), justice as the basis of the state, economic welfare in the form of Zakat and Bait-
ul-Mal, rights of women and minorities, ethical warfare, and foreign policy. Although the Sunni
and Shia traditions reveal a total consensus on the initial stage and pillars of justice, consultation,
and welfare in the lifetime of the Prophet, disagreements arise, mainly on the leadership and
succession in the post-Prophet era. The study emphasizes the universal and eternal applicability
of the Medinan model to the modern societies of the Muslims. It provides a practical teaching to
contemporary Islamic states in such areas as constitutionalism, rule of law, democratic
consultation, economic justice, social harmony, and ethical foreign policy. To the Muslim world,
and especially to Pakistan, the State of Medina provides a model to solve the problems of
sectarianism, corruption, inequality, and crises of governance in the region and enhance unity,
ethical leadership, and human dignity. The article ends with the conclusion that the Medinan
state is an evolving and inclusive example that can help Muslim countries to lead to just,
prosperous and united societies in the 21 st century.
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