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Abstract
This research work discusses the concept of tolerance (Rawadari) in Islamic teachings and its
relevance in the modern era with particular emphasis on Pakistan. Tolerance in Islam is not
passive tolerance of differences but an active virtue derived from the Quran and Sunnah that
advocates respect, justice, understanding and harmony among people of diverse backgrounds.
The research traced the origins of tolerance from Quranic teachings on religious freedom,
benevolence toward the adversaries, and human dignity, to the examples of tolerance from the
Prophetic tradition, especially the Treaty of Medina and the Prophet Muhammad's (%) forgiving
attitude towards the people of Makkah and the People of the Book. It also examines the historical
implementation of tolerance in the Rashidun Caliphate, Andalusia, and the Ottoman Empire,
focusing on rights of non-Muslim minorities and intellectual exchanges in the field of tolerance.
In the modern era, the study points to the key factors responsible for intolerance, including
religious extremism and sectarianism, political manipulation, and the dark side of social media.
The research highlights contemporary practices such as interfaith and intra-faith dialogues,
educational reforms for tolerance, cultivating tolerance in the family and society, and
constitutional provisions to ensure religious harmony. With a particular reference to multi-ethnic
and multi-faith Pakistan, the paper highlights the need for tolerance to promote national unity,
social harmony and peaceful co-existence. It finds Islamic tolerance more holistic and divinely
inspired than Western secular tolerance. The paper suggests incorporating tolerance education
in school curricula, launching interfaith programs, controlling hate speech on social media, and
initiating nationwide campaigns on tolerance.
Keywords: Tolerance in Islam, Rawadari, Quranic teachings, Prophetic examples, Religious
freedom, Interfaith dialogue, Sectarianism, Social harmony, Pakistan context, Contemporary
applications, National unity.
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