Vol. 05 No. 02. April-June 2026 Advance Soctal Science Archive Journal

Available Online: https://assajournal.com
Vol. 05 No. 02. April-June 2026.Page# 1581-1590
Print ISSN: 3006-2497 Online ISSN: 3006-2500
Platform & Workflow by: Open Journal Systems

An Analytical Study of the Objections of Orientalists on the Marriage of Umm al-Mu'minin
Hazrat Safiyyah (R.A.)

Mo QA6 LR S S LB e o A

Asim Shahzad
PhD Scholar, Department of Islamic Studies, Riphah International University, Islamabad.
shahzad9637@gmail.com
Dr. Muhammad Ghayas
Post-Doctoral Fellow, Islamic Research Institute,
International Islamic University Islamabad, Faisal Masjid Campus.
Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Riphah International University, Islamabad.
muhammad.ghayas@riphah.edu.pk

ABSTRACT

In the contemporary era, the institution of polygyny (multiple marriages) of Prophet Muhammad
&8 remains one of the primary subjects exploited by Orientalists to target Islam and his revered
personality. Specifically, the Prophet's & marriage to Hazrat Safiyyah (R.A)—the daughter of the
chief of Banu Nadir—following the Expedition of Khyber, has been a focal point of severe criticism
by Orientalists and detractors of Islam. The core of these objections revolves around issues such
as her marriage immediately after the killing of her former husband and family, her status as a
captive, and the age disparity. Western writers have attempted to paint these events in a
psychological, political, and aggressive light (God forbid). By leveraging the context of this
marriage, her captivity, and her family background, they have raised baseless objections against
Islamic Jihad, women's rights, and Islamic ethics.

However, rigorous research reveals that the Orientalists' objections are fundamentally rooted in
the distortion of historical facts, a disregard for context, and deep-seated prejudice. This paper
demonstrates that this marriage was neither the result of coercion nor driven by personal desires
(God forbid); rather, it was a profoundly wise decision viewed within the geopolitical and social
matrix of Arabia. Prophet Muhammad &% granted Hazrat Safiyyah (R.A) complete freedom and
the choice to remain practicing her own religion, yet she willingly and gladly chose Islam and the
companionship of the Prophet &. This marriage was, in fact, a magnificent manifestation of
consensus, emotional consolidation (Ta'leef-e-Qalb), and the restoration of the familial dignity of
influential Jewish tribes like Banu Nadir and Banu Qurayzah.

This research paper presents an analytical study of the Orientalists' objections regarding the
marriage of Umm al-Mu'minin Hazrat Safiyyah bint Huyayy ibn Akhtab (R.A). While Orientalists
often characterize this marriage as a matter of political opportunism, forced marriage of a
prisoner of war, or a byproduct of anti-Semitism, this study evaluates these claims in the light of
historical context and authentic Islamic sources. Contrary to the Orientalist narrative, prophetic
sources confirm that Hazrat Safiyyah herself prioritized Islam and the marriage despite being
offered unconditional freedom by the Prophet & Thus, the marriage symbolizes honor,
protection, religious freedom, and reconciliation, rather than retribution against the Jewish

1581 | Page



https://assajournal.com/
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-2497
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-2500
https://assajournal.com/index.php/36/about/aboutThisPublishingSystem
mailto:shahzad9637@gmail.com
mailto:muhammad.ghayas@riphah.edu.pk

Vol. 05 No. 02. April-June 2026 Advance Soctal Science Archive Journal

leaders of Banu Nadir. Furthermore, Hazrat Safiyyah's esteemed position in Islamic society, her
jurisprudential insight, and her contributions to Hadith narration thoroughly refute these
Western allegations.

In conclusion, the Orientalist perspective is built upon preconceived notions, academic biases, and
a selective or biased reading of Islamic sources. This study concludes that this marriage stands as
a practical paradigm of prophetic wisdom, moral values, and equilibrium in interfaith relations,
rather than an act of compulsion or political exploitation.

Keywords: Hazrat Safiyyah, Orientalists, Marriage (Nikah), Objections, Analytical Study, Khyber,
Jews.
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"The capture of Safiyyah, the wife of Kinanah, was an event of importance. Her father was
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