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ABSTRACT
This article examines the changing representation of ego-consciousness in female characters

across selected phases of the Urdu novel: the pre-Partition period, the post-Partition period, and
contemporary Urdu fiction. Building on a doctoral research project centred on female ego-
consciousness (Nisar, 2026), the article re-organises the thesis material around a comparative
argument rather than a chapter-by-chapter reproduction. Here, ego-consciousness is used as a
contextual literary category referring to awareness of self, identity, dignity, individuality,
autonomy, psychological interiority, and the capacity to negotiate social expectations. It is
therefore distinguished from egoism, arrogance, or self-centredness. The study uses qualitative
textual analysis, close reading, historical contextualisation, and comparative interpretation. The
selected corpus includes reformist and early modern representations associated with Deputy
Nazir Ahmad, Mirza Hadi Ruswa, Ratan Nath Sarshar, Abdul Halim Sharar, and Rashid al-Khairi;
post-Partition fiction by Ismat Chughtai, Qurratulain Hyder, Khadija Mastur, Abdullah Hussain,
Ahsan Farooqui, and Bano Qudsia; and contemporary works associated with Mustansar Hussain
Tarar, Bano Qudsia, Shamsur Rahman Farooqui, Bushra Rahman, Athar Baig, and Tahira Igbal.
The analysis suggests a broad representational movement from moral and reformative
selfhood, through identity, self-respect, and negotiated agency, towards more explicit
psychological, cultural, spiritual, existential, and aesthetic forms of self-awareness. The article,
however, avoids treating this movement as a simple or universal story of linear progress.
Rather, it reads “evolution” as a historically situated expansion and reconfiguration of the
literary possibilities through which female characters become subjects of their own narratives.

The article brings Urdu literary criticism into conversation with feminist and identity-oriented
approaches while retaining sensitivity to the specific social, religious, cultural, and historical
contexts of Urdu fiction. In doing so, it proposes an interpretive model in which feminine ego-
consciousness is best understood as layered, negotiated, and relational: a mode of selfhood
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formed through tension between social norms and individual desire, between belonging and
autonomy, and between inherited values and changing conceptions of the self.

Keywords: Urdu Novel; Female Characters; Ego-Consciousness; Selfhood; Identity; Agency;
Feminine Consciousness; Resistance; Narrative Identity; Urdu Literary Criticism.
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